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he home of Ellen Rockne and Brian Andreas

is definitely the new kid on the block. Located

in a Santa Barbara neighborhood known for

its Spanish style architecture—white stucco

arches and terracotta-tiled roofs—the house

is o serles of wooden boxes perforated by

rectangular windows, Both the home and its

owners are unconventional additions to the

street, yet the openness of both offers a warm

welcome to  neighbors who watched in ner-

vous silence as the gigantic modules were hoisted into place in 2007,

In @ city that prides itself on its majestic natural beauty and

idyllic weather, architect Michelle Kaufmann's Sunset BreezeHouse

is the perfect ambassador for modern prefab housing. The second in

what is now a series of six prefab home concepts, the BreczeHouse

was created in collaboration with Sersed magazine as a follow-up

to Kanfmann's immensely popular GlideHouse. Designed to be eco-

friendly and easily customized around a central courtyard (aptly

named the BreezeSpace), the design debuted around the same time

that Rockne and Andreas were exploring the idea of putting a prefab
house on their newly purchased property.

1 was perusing the website fabprefab.com and discovered the
GlideHouse,” explains Rockne. The couples early conversations
with Kaufmann coincided with the first public showing of the
BreezeHouse in Menlo Park. "We were so in love with i@ that

we wrote a check the same day we
LEFT: The library ks furnished toured it.” says Andreas, who relo-
with modern classics fron cated from Decorah, lowa in 2002
Design Within Reach and ks with Hockoe and their two sons—

accenbed by Andreas’ pakntinga. 4] % . e -
ABOVE RIGHT: Glass accordion ~ Gabe. 20. and Matthew. 16. They

doors allow the dining room to chose Santa Barbara, not only for
exnterid o the BrerieSpace, its good weather bul also because
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it was a cily they were familiar with, having lived
m lios "I.rI_E'_l_'Il."\. SO YOUrs ado, il F:u.lrd'll:hnl,u
property in the “perfiect neighborhood,” the couple
remivied o nondeseript single-story home  that
didin't mieet their needs. The nearly at ot proved
ideal for a prefab home.

Andrens, a painter, seulplor and writer, and Rockne, a singer
BONEWITLET, WEre £ hanted with the idea of creating a modern salon
foer therr Mrtends and Family, Knowing they wanted erough space Lo
live, entertain and work Trom o, the o ||11||I|' wind also commilted
1o thie idea ol ||1J||1]|n|_: i green heoua s, which iz ]1.|.|:1]}' whsal drew them
to Michelle Kaufmann Designs. An early proponent of sustainable

CALIFOENLA HOME=RESIGRN

I Wb teiti i liamld, wihiich was
custoemized with a lmestons
COEREETTopy, I8 SEhic WELES S hiELn
Lo serve as solh o e anes and
gathering spot during the family's

It danmer freLrEas

residential design, Kaufmann relies on five "eco prin
cipples"
efficiency, waler conservation and a healthy environ-
mient—to guide the design ol each of her homes. " This

is a very interesting time, in which we are beginning

to understand limits and the need o respect our
environment. IUs pretty exciting. says Kaulfmanmn, whiose mkSalaine

midizl comes direct from her company s Washinglon state factory

with solar panels embedded into the rool.

"We altered some aspects of the BreceeHouse—deciding, for
example, to replace the butterfly-shaped roofwith a flat reof to mateh
the style of the local 1920s homes that also have a central courtyvand,”

smart diesign, coo-Triend by materials, energy
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Andreas explains. The Andreas/Rockne bome fell just outside both
the district boundaries of the architectural review board and the
purview of Lhe local historic landmarks commission. “We didn’t have
to subimit for design review, But we had o complete an exhaustive
review for the plinning-and-zoning department, which turned out
to be an excellent experience,” savs Andreas. “The city appreciates
the low impact of prefab construction: A shortened construction
schedule reduces the impact on neighborhoods and traffic fow,”
Assured that they'd made the right choice in terms of
sustainability, the couple then turned their focus to adapting the
slandard BrieezeHonse |:|_1.'|:|||l Loy =ueit Lhasir l|r|,'~.l:'_|.'ii,=. Performanee
space was important to Rockne, who wanted an area that could
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e rs ol apial
dining. BOTT U
1t ) collaby 2

i il Arudreas

pecommodate o large number of guests, so the rear court vard and
|rit1 h.!n!rl.l wiore transformed into an .|.|'|'||||||l|1|'.'|.lt': with |||4- ]1._-!|;|-
of local landsc ape design firm Grace |F|"-.||_'r|. Axzociates, Andreag
wanted o separate art studio/guest house with ample ga FTHTRT
for his paintings, “This house merged the efficiency of preconfig-
wred houses with the flexibility of custom choices in materials and
layoauts to (il the fnmily's needs,” Kaulmann says.
[0 muake room for their sons, the couple added a second story
to the original design, upping the house's area to 3,643 square feet,
“aometimes | feel guilty about having a home so large, but then |
remember that there's not a single roorm that isn't used,” says Kockne
“We enjoy having lots of friends around, so il was very important bo us
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to have large gathering spaces. Andreas adds, “The
living room, Kitchen and outdoor courtyard allow
Euests o II.{I'..I.".'H.E“P.' to whene I|1|."f|-"!'||1 most combort-
ablie wit houl removing Ehemselves from the action.”
The BreezeSpace is the familvs favorite spol
for reading, watching movies or just sitting around.
Eviery part of the home relates to the outdoors, where views of the
tall trees om nearby properties can be enjoyved. For Andreas and son
Matthew—=the cooks in the family=the lavorite spac

e lowes Lo o oRgregale in thee Ketchen® Andeeas ey, “Well, this
kitchen can accommodate a large crowd

CHDMALGCOM SFPTEMBER 3008

the kitchen,
with its large multifunctional center island. ~You know how every-
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As for challenges, the couple cites only the delay
in setting up the howse on-site, Sinee it was the local
contractors’ first time working with a prefab instal
lation, it took them twice as long as the expected six
wieeks, — The hardest part was having to wail to move
into our new home until the contractors completed

their work,” Andreas admits. "Given that we are instant-gratific
people, we would try bo minimize the on-site work next time. But
woulhd we purchase anot her prefab home? Absolutely!”
In fact. the
lowa for Rockne's parents, and troe to form., they are first in line to
try out Kaufmann's latest design, the pitched-roofl mkHearth, 3

|:||l1-|1_' has just decided to build ansther prefab in

CALTFOENEA PR E = D3]



