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ARCHITECT MICHELLE KAUFMANN of Michelle
Kaufmann Designs (MKD) hinted at the history of prefabricated
housing duning a recent conversation about the Andreas/Rockne
home, a prefab addition to Santa Barbara’s upper castside.
“Smiart Home: Green + Wired, a recent exhibition that fea-
tured one of our homes at Chicago’s Museum of Science and
Iinﬂustr!.-', represents the frst time the institution exhibited a
building of this type since Frank Lloyd Wright's Usonian House,
which shares a similar vision of good design for the masses,

using alternative Organic materials,” notes Kaufmann, The
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Usonian House has also been described as the first residence 1o
explore the possibilities of prefab construction.
The story of modular buildings in the United States lies in

the 70-plus years between these two exhibits. Once the

stepchild of the housing industry, today’s widening acceptance
of prefabricated construction is evidenced on neighborhood
streets and backcountry roads

Riding a wave of interest in sustainability and green tech-
nology. prefab construction is becoming a desirable alternative

tor a growing number of homeowners who are learning that



factory-built houses can be as railored to their needs as the

iPhone they hold in their hands. “The public’s increasing
comfort with new technology has also been a major reason for
this SUfEe 1fl interest * Kaultmann poimts ouWt.

As evidence of their commirment to all things “green,” Brian
Andreas and Ellen Rockne own only one car and use their home
as both living and work space. Rockne, a self-described “lover of
architecture” with a penchant for perusing websites on the subject,
discovered MKD''s prefab homes during one of her searches

Soon after, the couple toured a model of the Sunset
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BreezeHouse and ordered one on the spot. They knew it would be a perfect fit
for the Santa Barbara property they had purchased after a move from Decorah,
lowa. Two years later, their custom version of the home became part of the
neighborhood fabric—and legend—of Pedregosa Streer.

Local contractors Allen Associates—specialists in green construction—had
been consulting for some time with the family on a remodel of the existing
1950s-era home that was ultimately determined to be unsalvageable. "We did
salvage what we could and gave much of it to Habirat for Humanity,”
Andreas reports. With this change in direction, Allen Associates prepared the
site tor the arrival of four prefabricated modules from MKD's factory in
Washington state. The modules arrived 90 percent complete with interior finishes
that included electrical, ]'Jlum]:lmg. ﬂu::lrin_g, -;:al:-:nﬂr{,.r, countertops and even
towel bars. Allen Associates completed site preparations by bringing utilities
to the site and constructing the foundation for the modules. Much to the
SIUTFlribf ”'I- :]'I.'." many trnttml-:tn-. 51."““5 EE'H.' [i'l':JdLllL"h irl. l]'ll." fl;.lu.:rl.dal:l.un. Wias
accomplished in just two days

Of the four modules, three were the basic components of the home. One
module now houses the master bedroom, bath and library. The remaining two
comprise the two-story wing that includes kitchen, office, bath and upper-level
bedrooms. The Hnal module is Andreas’s stand-alone studio.

Clients come ro MKD with varying degrees of knowledge about prefab. Some
may |}L' |I._.|'|.'.|k] M l-ﬂ]' sSusta inabilit}' or a shnrtcncd construction ECI'IT.'I:II.'II.I:'. ﬂlhn:'rs
are searching for more predictable costs. “Comparisons must be made between
apples and apples,” Kaufmann cautions. “Location, site constraints and local
labor all attect final costs. However, predictable time and cost can be found in the
tactory-built modules. My mission is to make it easier for people to live greener
lifestyles. Mo one should ever feel that it's woo expensive, too complicared or just
too difficult to go green.”

Andreas and Rockne customized the BreezeHouse by replacing the butterfly-
sha pfrj roof with a flar roof and c]u:rl:s-tur:.r windows, The addition of a two-story
wing—also a custom feature—accommodates private space for sons Gabe and
Matthew. “We were drawn to MKD's focus on sustainability and green technology
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The master bedroom is open to lush outdoor spaces via two sets of double doors. As in

all other rooms in this home, Brian's paintings adorn the walls. Far right: Thoughtful

landscaping by Grace Design Associates leads visitors from the house to Andreas’s studio

by way of a firepit, amphitheater and hot tub.

and the ability to modify the design 1o meet our specific require-
ments,” says Rockne. Those requirements primarily focused on
artistic endeavors and the couple’s love of entertaining large
nu:ITI.|:h|: s ﬂj: Eu:i-rs.

Andreas, the force behind the popular stories and art works of
StoryPeople, is an accomplished painter and writer, while Rockne
is both a singer and songwriter who performs nationwide and is
best known for her role as Cosette in Les Miserables The couple's
design decisions were influenced in part by these passions.

-.l.-.l'lf I]I"-El'l:'d Ehi!]:t IJ'F tI'IL' ﬂ]tl'_'lf, ‘II-IZ]!I' exam Fll-l:_. not {IFI]].I' ITIEEIF.‘ Thl!
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home more mump;ltil:-!-: with ncighhnring p-rnpcrril:*_:, but also
created a gallery for Andreas’s paintings where natural Light
floods the breezeway through the large folding doors and
clerestory windows illuminate the ceiling. “Michelle is not only
an architect, but a light sculptor,” notes Rockne. “No matter
where you are in this home, natural light adds a speaal quality.”
The operable louvers that shade both front and rear decks keep
direct sunlight from reaching the paintings and, most importantly,
are a simple method tor reducing the need for air conditioning.

For Rockne, performance space where large groups could




gather was an important consideration. The resulting amphithe-
ater appears to have formed naturally over rime, in keeping with
Andreas’s desire to recognize a “history of habitation” in the
landscape. Grasses—a reference to the native landscape of the
Santa Barbara foothills, as well as the lowa prairie—add move-
ment and capture a beautiful low-angle light. They are also a
major component of the ideal garden, described by landscaper
Margie Grace of Grace Design Associates as meeting the owners’
request thar it require artention just once a month for only halt
a day with no application of chemicals or use of saws or blowers,

“Blending the prefabricated home into its surroundings was
the team’s job.” Grace says—referring to the coordination
required among the architect, landscape designer and contractor.
“That collaboration always begins with a focus on site considera-
rions and the client’s wish list.”

Alter a year of living in their home, Andreas and Rockne are
thoroughly enjoying the experience. “During our lite together,
Brian and [ have moved 33 rimes—like rolling stones,” Rockne
laughs. “But this home we intend 1o have for many years, even
if we are called 1o spend some time away from Santa Barbara
Our sons love it, and it meets our family’s requirements of being
cozy for the four of us, yet a wonderful place to entertain 60 or

more guests, [t's everything we hoped for."&

Jane Ellison’s professional background in urban planning
iTilld '[.I."H'lll ﬂr'l.'llr”l.‘-l.'nlrl'.iI irlml."- "Irt'l FITlS .rll."T u-'n'rfn,g. Sirr.' 1% fl!"'?ﬂ ET

Editor in Chief of Santa Barbara Seasons magazine.

{also known as modular) homes
are nal to be confused with manufaciured
homes. The former are factory-buill 1o meel oll
site-buill codes, while the latler are not

Every prefobricated home designed by
Michelle Kaufmann Designs incorporates the
firm's five : smart design, aco
materials, energy efficiency, water conservation

and healthy environment.

Benefits of factory-built homes include shorter
onsite construction period, 50-75 percent less
waste than onsite construction, fewer trucks visiting
the canstruchion site, less impaci on neighbors
and sustainoble aspects thot resonate with local
jurisdictions and design review boards
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Michelle Koufmann, ALA. Michelle Kaufmann Designs,
580 Second S1., Ste. 245, Oaokland, 510/271-8015,
warw, mkd-arc.com

Groce Design Associotes, Inc,, 3010 Paseo Tranguillo
Sanla Barbara, 805/687-3569,
www.grocedesignassociates.cam

Allen Associates, Sonta Borbaro Headquarters, 835 M
Milpas 51., Ste. D, Santa Barbaro, B05/884-8777,
www.dennisallenossociotes.com

LouvraTec, 725 E. Figueroo 51., Sonta Barbaora,
BOS5/966-1977, www.louvretec.com
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