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Garden bonus

The
plants

In the Olson-Franco garden, the following
plants get watered once a week or less,
ewcept where noted

1. LE0N"S TAIL [Leonotis [sonwnas), A shrub
im the mint family, with showy orange
flowears summer through fall.

2. Yarnow [ Achillea millefolium). Carefree
perenmial with flat-topped flower clusters
summer through fall. Many varieties;
‘Paprika’ is pictured.

3. EANGARDO PAW [Anigozanthos)
Lipright perennial with swardlike leaves
and fuzzy, tubular flowers over a long
season; flowers attract hummingbinds
Best with regular irrigation.

4. AGAVE [A attenuata "Nova'). Smaller
than the species, but still an impressive

3 feet wide. Broader, bluer leaves Loo

5. STHAWBERRY TREE [Arbutus unedo)
Shrubby plant usually trained as a tree to
shiow off its handsome red-brown, shred-
ding bark.

6. MOUNTAIN FLAX [Phormium cookigniam
‘Cream Delight’). Meeds a bit more water
than P. tenax varieties, but much showier,
leaves are creamy yellow with green
margins

7. EEHIMACELA Tough perennial with
dalsy-like flowers. Leave the center cones
when the blooms fade—finches [ove the
seads.

#. AUTUMM MOOR GRASS [Seslena autum
nalit). Ornamaental grass that grows in
upright, tufted mounds. Flower spikes
start blooming in late spring in mild
climates, fall elsewherne

5. GLANT DUTCHMAN'S PIPE [Aristolochia
gigantea). Tropical vine with fleshy flowers
a half-foot wide. Blooms summer through
early winter, Meeds regular water, but
included for its spectacular flowers

10. ECHEVERLA Rosette-shaped, fleshy-
leafed plants native to Mexico, One of the
prettiest groups of succulents, especially
when paired with Tricolor® sedum as
pictured

11. FOUNTAIN GRASS [Peanisetum seta-
ceum ‘Rubrum’). Clumping grass to 5 feet
tall and wide, with purplish red leaves and
rose-colored plumes that fade to beige,
12. LAMB'S EARS [Machys byzanting)
Woolly leafed plant that grows in thick,
ground-hugging rosettes, Small purplish
flowsers attract bees,
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"An arid garden
doesn't have to
look dull. The
palette of plants
1s wonderfully
diverse”
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Use of water
and stone

Dry climates need water features even more than wet
anes do. But just a trickle of water can create a cooling
effect, and well-placed stone adds to the illusion.

1. DRY CREEKBED

A rock-strewn channel curves through the meadow and
beneath a small stone bridge to harvest rainwater. Even
when it's empty, its presence suggests water.

<. WATER BOWLS

Shallow basins in sandstone rocks hold just enough
water to look cool. Birds and butterflies love these scat-
tered watering holes.

3. STOME BENCH

Flanked by a trio of agaves, a rough-hewn slab of recy-
cled curbstone rests atop chunks of local sandstone,
while a California pepper tree provides a bit of shade.

4. BURBLE STOMNES

Salvaged stone caps (from columns demolished on-site)
form a simple recirculating fountain; their rectangular
shapes contrast well with the round boulders nearby.
The pump and reservoir are beneath the cobblestones.
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