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N = Garden party at the Chateau! Even if you have a tiny
= Ad e .':'-_'- ranch on a suburban tract, you can feel like you are
- A e " inthe French countryside as long as you have a nice
*",_-“ s »  sunny backyard. Start with symmetrical pots and
e oy ' . planters ?ll in thF same height and color. Lay twt
b iR ‘“‘;‘,_lf ~. symmetrical, facing L-shaped beds on either side
_‘,“ , . of a T-shaped paved space and fill with roses, dwarf
“a (ol > evergreens like Alberta spruce and boxwood, and
= ", a mix of sun loving, mound forming annuals like
- allysum, petunias and geraniums. Of course no French
Povd | garden is complete without lavender! Fillin the gaps
<)\ J with lots of hardy pink rockrose and you are ready for
! guests in your garden even without a chateau!
- ! GarDeENER’s Tip: A decorative single bed frame or
furniture door makes a great garden gate when cut
down to size and weatherproofed!
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ENTRIES CAN BE TRICKY

WHAT PEOPLE WISH THEY KNEW BEFORE INSTALLING...

Beware of formal symmetry, because if
one of your plants goes down, the whole
effect will look lopsided and silly.

Keep eventual size at the forefront
;5(_'1-:"”" mind with r:'rf‘;‘ﬂl:fl&l'nt: phml‘.
especially rapid growers that tend to make
horizontal bmnfhus:‘ you do not want
visitors or deliverymen to have to beat their
way in each time they come to see you. Also
avoid spiky, thorny ursrml‘d_n- plants that
can snag ('Lifhllllj" or hu r!_ you or visitors.

An entrance garden should give you a clear

picture of who is approaching for safety s sake.

34. d

your inground plants are not in bloom!

.-'ln':d'fll'unr\ with messy fruit or \Iriplfn'g'r

leaves that can create a hazard or liability;

_you may want to h’rnlf,{;hm!.\ that attract

bees near a doorway, too.

Finally, entry gardens should always be
designed for easy access for large deliver-
ies or wheelchair access, should you have a
handicapped friend or relative. This means an
extra-wide walkway with slow, dignified curves
rather than )hnrp corners. And be sure to
incorporate one or two pretly mnfuuwr_qunh'm

that can be changed out to bridge the gaps when
11

I D EA Got mod in your house structure and aren’t

quite sure how to ratch your garden to it? Try a mixture of softly flowing lines and bold
uprights to blur out the hardness of contemporary building angles. Some great plants for

a sunny, drier garden include creeping rosemary, Mexican hair grass, lavender, and lemon
trees. In addition to melding with the architecture, these choices will provide lovely scent
and be attractive to bees. You can have this garden in a season. Be sure and add some
natural accents to complement the wood of the structure and lines of the garden such
as the dry-laid rock wall with many different sizes and shapes of stone. The light color of

the grass is nearly the same as the color of the rocks, which ties these elements together
beautifully! GARDENER's Tip: Creeping rosemary doesn’t look so hot when you start
chopping the ends off, so place it where it can spread out and do its thing. Once of the best
design t@s for this plant is to use it to break up stiff upright lines of taller trees or shrubs.
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FORMAL ..o

always wanted a formal French garden, the

pictured garden demonstrates just how easy
it is. A French garden begins with symmetry:
alow provincial gate flanked by low stone
walls, symmetrical pots, then symmetrical
planters on symmetrical pillars leading

up to a focal feature, a pseudo fountain
with a formal shape crowning the center.
Low plantings that blend into each other
all contribute to the feeling of the French
Riviera with its warm climate and full-on sun.
Low perennial boxwoods give the garden
its formal feel and four annuals make this
look come : allysum in pink and white,
petunias, g iums, and brachyscome
daisies. This garden is perfect for front or
back yard eni-o',fment, GARDENER’s Tip:
The secret is in the warm peachy-tan color
of all structural features and the formal
paving and uniform height.




