Growing Forward

Thanks to the home's many features,
such as solar photovoltaic panels, the energy
weeds of the build ngs on the property are
nearly carbon r

n neutral (the project was cert
fied Platinum by the U5, Green Building

Council's LEED for Homes). T
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ne garden 15 Just
as sustainable, This is the first residence

among 155 projects worldwide selected to

participate in the Sustainable Sites Initiative
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A built-in firepit mimics a campfire
in this garden. Sandstone cobbles
edge the 5-foot-diameter lava
rock-topped pit, which blazes with
gas-fed flames. A sandstone wall,
scattered with cushions, serves as
seating. Thyme and other herbs
grow around the firepit and between
the seat wall's stones. DESIGN: Margie
Grace, Grace Design Associates.
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Nothing reminds you that it's time
to relax quite like an Adirondack

chair. Once you settle into one, plan
to stay awhile. The original version
was designed by Thomas Lee in 1903
for his summer home in the Adiron-
dacks. The Adirondack chair was
quickly copied and has retained its
popularity ever since—largely
because the combination of low-
slung seat and broad fanned back
remains unmatched for comfort.
The wide armrests—broad enough
to hold a cup of coffee or a cocktail,
aromance novel or an iPad—are
convenient too. If these chairs feel

a bit traditional for your garden,
consider an Adirondack made of
recycled plastic in a bright contem-
porary color or clean white (pictured
above), such as the ones from Loll
Designs.
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