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Serenity |In Santa Barbara
Grace Design Associates Inspires A Native Texan

In Realizing Her California Dream Garden

BY FRANME MELSOMN
RaPHY BY HOLLY LEPERE
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I J | guess there is a little old Englishwoman in me somewhere,”
savs Debli Wilson a vivacions r.ll.[': SEVEI Vear old who
kept her dream alive over many vears by filing away
magazine clippings along with other garden design ideas rhar
caught her fancy

Mo wonder, then, after she and her husband Frank moved
from San Antonio to Santa Barbara, Debbi was cager to blow
the dust off those files and ler her imagination run rior

And that's pretty much what's been happening ever sinee
the couple bought a three bedroom house along a private lane
thar winds up into the foothills above Montecito and the coastal
village of Summerland

Bir nor evers I|I:i|'.E_'| Wils -.'-.'-|'||F'||1'1|.'|'|. rinsy When Diebbi First
saw the place. she was entirely underwhelmed. Builtin 1979 and
deseribed a5 “California territorial adobe '~1‘_-|-.'." the 1,200
L ITRIEN ferar howse was ||:'|;|El|l-|'.||'i|l:_.: and there was lictle sem
blance of a garden

"My inimal instinct was, | didn't like it,” she savs. "1 didn't
VeI Want 1o go mside when we arcived lor the apHeil howse”™ M
upon closer invesnigation. her instinets told her to be open o the
potential for developing the garden of her dreams on this site

The ..;v-upl:' also eraved a home with ~u||:|:'-.'-|.||n|'i|:|15; land
which this property offered. “Don't forger, we are from Texas,”
savs Debbi. who rravels the world buying and selling rare
picces of estate and antique jewelry while Frank, sixty-six

invests in oil exploration
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Their house sits on 1.3 acres surrounded by canopies ol vaks,
cucalyprus and other mative rrees. ver soll mameaims ocean views o
one side and rolling hills meltmg into haey mountains on the other.

vimong the magazine articles Debbi rreasured fearured a gar
den designed by local landscape designer. Margarer Grace
"|n-.|1'|1.;|:ru_-]:., I fielt she was a soulmate and | was so pl-_';i:--:d when
I learned she lived here.” she says, referring o the owner of Santa
Barbara based Grace | hestgn Associates

*l have these esoreric. whinsical ideas, and Margic is on the
same wavelength, Once | contacted her, we just went o town.”

Poves, vases, searues and orher assorted arosoc creations
some troplies from yvard sales and avcrions, others sentimenal
|I.||1|||3. Favesrines [RIRTR |:|"-.I|] over the ;._',..ll':l:"ll Near the orchard, for
example, a mossy chair and a small rable. both cascading Nowers
spand next oo an old bed covered in a thick duvet of lobelias, pan
sies and sweet alyssum

Margic estimates she spent abour a month swapping ideas
with Debli and -.-.urLum o the _||_'L,|:|g||.':'| dq-w.:z_':n b e turning
loose her ren-member construction ¢rew for another two and a
hall months. By then the varnous clements had been knitted
toether in what she refers to as “a series of cohesive gardens, vista
points and vignerees.

Margic, who says she and Debbi are now friends as well as
kindred spirits, is looking forward to their collaboration on possi
Ble furure projects p..-rh.”*n A rose l;,lfdr:'n_ lawn swing. creckside
sitting area and a roof garden for the guesthouse

I 1'.'|.‘|'-:i [amia, 1% Ay ill'-l.[ 1 1|h' i |"-E"E-I.-| -:1|. e Creatng .h[".-:"n
tures, "1 think our garden will always be a work in progress.” she
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