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Left: Mary Ellen Gufley tends the garden
of her home in a Ed'.EIJ Santa Barbara
community. She worked wilh her residents
ASSOCEI O, & oommitied [0 open
baundares, and with landscape designer
?'.‘.}'; & Larace o &nve 3l & plan 1or a
walled garden that pleased everyone

The construclion perigd lesetl damanded "

bt once the garden was Fs

which

3 leap of Taih

planted, the walls vanished from veew o $

Right: Maunds of ruby-red bougainllea -

L

"Barpara Koarst, purple Mencan sage, and -
Dlve-gresn echoum flank (he ey siream '
bed that runs undar a tiny foothraage "
linking the garden (o s whid =eiting e
Preceding pages: |celand popples, lavender ™

d snapdragons i Mary Ellen's garden
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Mary Ellen Guffey has learned never o leave

anything to chance, parocularly when your garden

1 small and your dreams are big. From tending window

boxes and African violets during her and hushand George's

graduate-school days to cultvating a small courtyard garden

|."-::‘|1II11.‘| thl.'!ll' '|.'l it ] i]l.'l!l11|.‘ ma 't;..][tni Sanita i!ith.l.t.l C |..1:|||||:||.|:||il'3.'.
there has been very little she hasn't tried growing, and a lot she
has learned in the process,

“After obraining our degrees and before striking out on our
career paths, George said [ could choose where we lived,” Mary
Ellen explains. “He knew | had to have a garden. . .50 | chose
Southern Cahforma”

[t was an obviows move for a2 woman who claims she's nod
dener with a passion for flowers

a professional—just a smple g

and color. But after vears of maintaining a large hillside garden
in Malibu, the couple downsized 1o a contemporary house in
1904 and immediately faced two challenges: hirst, how to keep
critters from the nearby wild meadow out of the garden (sur-
round it with a low wall), and second, how to convince the
residents’ association that a walled garden would bt into a set-
ting of lawns, shrubs, and open boundaries.

Mindful of the association’s desire to preserve the wide-open
appeal of the community's setting in the natural landscape, the
Guifeys and landscape designer Margie Grace came up with a
scheme for a low-profile enclosure that everyone found accept-
able. The crimters were excluded, and the garden—spread like
a floral carpet within its low walls—segues comfortably into

its senting of well-manicured lawns and wild meadow:
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T'hen came the planting: Grace's plan divided the small court-

vard into eight flower beds that Mary Ellen quickly planted with
40 rose bushes and loads of annuals amct ]1|,':|1,'n|::||.,||~., Her chiowces
were guided exclusively by her favorite palette, which, she
|.".'-.|'|L|lI|-.. revalves arpund apricot. ”Its oy favorite rose color, and
‘]Er.nrhl.:. " '_lu.-.l: _[::ll.':,'-_ ] Bronze Star have if o E'll_"l_-l';_'l_t'll.'l'“ " She
expanded her sunny repertoire by adding gold, orange, vellow,
coral, and rust tines, and complemented this warm array with
mases of purple-, blue-, and lavender-tnted annuals and peren-
mials, The range of perenmials she grows 1s linuted; alstroemeria,
bvender, rosemary, and bougainvillea make the cut. “1'm recluc-
tant to groww anything that takes precious garden space bur blooms
tor only a mited perniod,” she reasons. “That’s why annuals are
my first choice—they are easily changed to keep color coming
all year round and All gaps in winter after the roses are pruned.”

“Hooses are the backbone of the garden,” she says. During
summer, when they're at their best, she punches up the color
with annual rudbeckias, zinmias, and French marigolds, plus
blue- and purple-flowered germander and lavender. Alstroe
merias with copper, peach, and bunter-yellow flowers blend
perfectly with the main theme. Then, in winter, [celand poppies,
pansies, nemesia, snapdragons, and alyssum take over.

Mnr} Ellen, who was once a F.ude'u writer for the Los
.'!rl_-,]l.'n'l':- Times, cautions :P:.I.r'i.ll.'l:h'.'l"\. not o let thar schemes dis-
solve into chaos, “1 enjoy controlled exuberance,” she savs. " But
1|l:"i I"'I'H'I. |.|.II'|- III'Il'hLIIr.II'I'. 0 exXercise l\,_'ﬁ!‘l-l!lr l,illl”'l'l] 'i'|| | \11'.:.”
garden, Working out a palette and sticking to it makes life so
much easier and can prevent expensive mistakes.” |
Landzcape designer: Margie Grace
For mare information, see sources on page 132
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